 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Some very useful Stata commands (ado files, added on):

renames
rename multiple variables at once



renames x y z: newx newy newz
recode2
recode multiple variables at once using SPSS-like syntax

recode2 transforms SPSS keywords into their Stata counterparts, then passes the results to Stata's recode command. The following transformations areapplied to the input string:

" to "     "-"

" into "   ">"

"lo"       "min"

"lowest"   "min"

"hi"       "max"

"highest"  "max"

"else"     "*"

"missing"  "."

"sysmis"   "."

" thru "   "/"

","        " "

"("        " "

")"        " "

Examples

recode2 x 1 3/5=6 2 8=3 *=1

recode2 x (1,3 thru 5=6) (2,8=3) (else=1)

recode2 x y z : 1 3/5=6 2 8=3 *=1 > v1-v3

recode2 x y z (1,3/5=6) (2,8=3) (*=1) into v1 to v3

* this will work

recode2 x y z (1 3/5=6 2 8=3 *=1 > v1-v3

* this won't, y and z will be treated as rules.

recode2 x y z  1 3/5=6 2 8=3 *=1 > v1-v3

pwcorrs
like pwcorr (pairwise correlations), but allows you to distinguish between main and auxiliary variables.  You may write:



pwcorrs x1 x2 x3 x4 x5 x6,var(2) and you will get something like this:

|       ha     comp 

  ----------+------------------

         ha |   1.0000           

       comp |   0.3848   1.0000    

        age |   0.4940   0.1602  

   am_stiff |   0.1675   0.1491

   anxindex |   0.0539  -0.0733 

   fatigsca |   0.0673   0.0345

   followup |   0.0622   0.1599

   severity |   0.1855  -0.0135

        sex |   0.0978   0.1652

   sleepsca |   0.0999   0.0032

   smokenow |  -0.0079  -0.0391

   smokepst |   0.0117  -0.0154 

    smokeve |   0.0204   0.0112

   specdate |  -0.0687   0.0183

    tjrhipl |   0.1161  -0.0021

    tjrhipr |  -0.0913  -0.0294

     tjrknl |   0.1900   0.0424

     tjrknr |   0.1902   0.1813

        wdi |   0.2440   0.1255

     weight |  -0.0919  -0.0369

   wpainsca |   0.0965  -0.0438

by typing pwcorrs  x1 x2 x3 x4 x5 x6,var(2),sort the variable list will be sorted in alphabetical order.

fsum

an extension to summarize, where you may type: fsum x1 x2 x3, label


and the variable label will be printed to the right of the statistics.  You may also choose from a list of statistics with the s(    ) option or add other statistics with the addstat option.  You may also add varname to have the variable name printed on the right hand side instead of on the left.  fsum automatically excludes missing values for each variable (sum uses listwise deletion) unless you specify “complete” (then missing values are included).  You may also use the option catvar(x y) for categorical variables and fsum will provide a summary of the category percentages after the summary:

fsum trgovt1 trust1,cat(trust1 trgovt1)

     Variable |        N     Mean       SD      Min      Max                                                                                                                              

--------------+---------------------------------------------

      trgovt1 |     1701     2.75     0.75     1.00     7.00  

 1. just (%)  |       42     2.47

 2. most (%)  |      451    26.51

 3. only (%)  |     1181    69.43

 7. none (%)  |       27     1.59

       trust1 |     1701     0.39     0.49     0.00     1.00  

 careful (%)  |     1042    61.26

 trusted (%)  |      659    38.74

collapse2
a variant on collapse.  When you collapse your variables, the new variables will have the label “(mean) x1", etc.  When you collapse2 your variables, the new variable (collapsed) will have the same label (with “mean”) as the original variable.

bys

by with sort.  If you want to repeat a command over groups with “by,” your variables must be sorted first.  So if you want to analyze the correlation between turnout and age by state, you would type:

sort state



by state: corr turnout age



Or, with bys, you could simply type:

bys state: corr turnout age

bys automatically sorts for you.

labedit
a very useful dialogue box for editing variable labels.and value labels.

labcopy
a utility that lets you edit your variable labels easily after recoding.  Say in the ANES you have:



did the R intend to vote.  In the 1996 ANES, you have:

v960547 as intending to vote.  The variable has the same label and the label remains v960547 EVEN IF YOU RENAME THE VARIABLE ITSELF.  Rename the variable “intend.”  You then get:

tab v960547

     96pr:r |

  intend to |

  vote 1996 |      Freq.     Percent        Cum.

------------+-----------------------------------

     1. yes |      1,481       87.84       87.84

      5. no |        205       12.16      100.00

------------+-----------------------------------

      Total |      1,686      100.00

. rename v960547 intend

. tab intend

     96pr:r |

  intend to |

  vote 1996 |      Freq.     Percent        Cum.

------------+-----------------------------------

     1. yes |      1,481       87.84       87.84

      5. no |        205       12.16      100.00

------------+-----------------------------------

      Total |      1,686      100.00

But you want to recode intend to be a 0/1 variable.  So you write:
. recode intend 5=0

(intend: 205 changes made)

Then you may write:
. labcopy v960547,f(5)t(0)

label def v960547  0 `"5. no"', modify

You can see that:

. tab intend

     96pr:r |

  intend to |

  vote 1996 |      Freq.     Percent        Cum.

------------+-----------------------------------

      5. no |        205       12.16       12.16

     1. yes |      1,481       87.84      100.00

------------+-----------------------------------

      Total |      1,686      100.00

We still have a “5" here because the “5" is part of the value label itself.  To make sure that we have recoded correctly:
. tab intend,nol

     96pr:r |

  intend to |

  vote 1996 |      Freq.     Percent        Cum.

------------+-----------------------------------

          0 |        205       12.16       12.16

          1 |      1,481       87.84      100.00

------------+-----------------------------------

      Total |      1,686      100.00

The syntax of labcopy is:

labcopy valuelabelname [ , from(numlist) to(numlist) list ] 

labcopy valuelabelname [ , swap(#1 #2) list ]  

We may abbreviate from as f, to as t, and swap as s.  Swapping simply changes a 0,1 variable, e.g., to a 1,0 variable.

allreg

Estimates all possible regressions for the X variables among a set of regressors.  So for the regression of X1, X2, X3, X4 on Y, allreg regresses:



X2 X3 X4 on X1



X1 X3 X4 on X2



X1 X2 X4 on X3

X1 X2 X3 on X4


The rationale here is that if any R2 of these equations is higher than the R2 of X1 X2 X3 and X4 on Y, there is a multicollinearity problem.

Note: There is NO HELP file for allreg.

mmerge
a powerful variation on merge that ensures merging safety (not overriding original data).  You have the option to automatically provide a new stub for the merging data set variables.  You can specify the type of merge (e.g., if you have state level data and a state code in an ANES data set, you can specify a 1:N merge, where each state is 1 unit with variable, N, responses).  You also MUST specify a merging variable.  Say you have respondent ID (v960001 in the 96 ANES).  You want to merge two variations on the 1996 ANES (say partial data sets), called anes961 and anes962.  If you were using anes961 and just typed:


merge using anes962 

Stata would not necessarily know which variable to sort on.  You might get a messed up data set, a mishmash of anes961 and anes962.  If, however, v960001 was common to both data sets and you typed:

mmerge v960001 using anes962,

Stata would sort on v960001 in both data sets.  If one data set did not contain v960001, there would be no merge.

listout

prefer list in version 7 and don’t want to type the new options (clean, etc.).  Just type listout and you’ll get the old form of list.

Important official Stata commands (not ado files):

saveold
saves your Stata 8 data set in Stata 7 format.  Thus, you can share your data sets with people who have not updated.

findit

an alternative to “search.”  findit goes to all major known web sites with Stata ado files to seek out new programs and tutorials.  So if you don’t know which program does partial correlations, you may type:

findit partial correlation (I tried this, it does work)

update, query  
Stata constantly revises its main executable file to make sure that bugs are fixed.  Sometimes new options are added.  It also updates its directory of “official” ado files.  If you have Stata installed on your computer and you are connected to the Internet, you may type:




update, query

And Stata will tell you whether to update the executable, the ado files, or all.  It will tell you what to type and, if you replace the executable, it will automatically shut down your Stata session, swap the new executable for the old (you had to do this manually in version 7), and restart the session (you do have to load your data set again).

